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No. 13 No. 14

No. 15

When Paul was accused of being a ring leader of what his opponents
called the "Nazarene Sect." Paul answered that rather,
he was a
follower of "the Way" (Acts ch. 24).

Paul had difficulty explaining what "the Way" entailed. In Acts 19:9
some people people publicly maligned it. 

Do you think a constant "raising of the bar" of the three key social
commandments would have parallels with what Paul understood as
"the way" of practising the Commandments? 

And, in such case do you think the followers of Jesus would try to
extend a living out of "the Way" into all aspects of their daily life and
work?
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xxxx xxxxxxHas an idealistic approach towards the Commandments

xxxxstimulated the development of industry in the Western World? 

In such case arguably......
-
No. 16 No. 17

No. 18 No. 20
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xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx What sort of tension exists
xxxxxxx
between the two world views of Judaism and Hellenism?
xxxx

No. 27 No. 28

Over the centuries, there has been an on-going "problem" of
anti-semitism (anti-Jewish) sentiment amongst populations
even while Jews live, contribute and achieve amongst us.
Perhaps a culmination of anti-semitism was reached with the
Nazis in the 1940's. 

But even now, in the C21st, people struggle to understand
the base from which Judaism operates - especially
in terms
of Zionism and the actions of the IDF (Israel Defence
Force). The Israeli Government has constantly broken
international law and one wonders if these people

honestly believe that while they are people of the law
(i.e. the Commandments) they are also above the law. 

It is not being proposed here to put forward a "solution"
to such questions. However, given that it is being
pointed out that Christianity is largely based upon
Judaism then these are questions, not only to be dealt
with by the Jewish community but also to be dealt with
by Christians as well. 

What do you think?
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Differences can run a lot deeper than we may realise
No. 29 No. 30

No. 31 No. 32
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xxxxXXA core belief of Christianity is that God 
xxxxxxxentered into our material world of time and place


No. 41 No. 42

No. 43 No. 44
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No. 45 No. 46

No. 47 AndxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX No. 48

A closer look at Judaism and Hellenism may clarify the difference
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What do you understand as

the cosmos?

No. 51

No. 52

Is the World View of Judaism 

Heavily Based on the Sense of Time? 

What do you think?
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No. 77

Were the Gospel Writers aware of
the time V place dialectic between

the World View of Judaism 
and the World View of Greek Philosophy?

No. 78 No. 79
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xxxxXXThe Gospel of Mark .... a quick re-cap
xxxxxxx


No. 81 No. 82

No. 83 No. 84
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No. 93

Matthew - a gospel about relationship 

"....... and they all fled"

No. 95 No. 96
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No. 113. No. 114

Have you ever reflected about the
connection between relationship and
time?

For instance have you reflected on the
"special" connection you have with
old school chums
and of course the connection with
family members, even in the extended
family?

The sociological analysis of
www.realitysearch.com.au shows
how Matthew's gospel structure sets
out the good and weak points of a
society based upon time. 

Would you reason yourself about
whether or not a society based on the
sense of time would have both good
and weak points?
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No. 136

Thinking back over your own life in the past and present can you think of instances when
people have been inclined to 
narrowness
and/or "the loud voice"

Can you think of how whole societies can be affected by e.g.
overstress on national interest at the expense of neighbours
and/or State-based propaganda?
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No. 141

and further thoughts on 

How does Luke's "Acts of the
Apostles" lead into the gospel of

John?

No. 143 No. 144
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xxxxxxx


The "Word" acting as a subject and
a "corporate will" acting as a subject
remind us of

the "Body of Christ" as described by
St Paul

To what extent are you aware of Church
teaching about "the Body of Christ"?

What is your own understanding about
this?

No. 165 No. 166
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xxx"And the Word (i.e. the Logos) was made flesh" (and still lives amongst us)
xxxxxxx

No. 173 No. 174

No. 175 No. 176
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xxxxxxx
No. 177 No. 178

"The Word" as a subject, living amongst us
xxxxxxxx

No. 179

A "Corporate Goodwill acting as a subject amongst us 
xxxxxxxx

No. 180
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No. 185

Christianity is based on the belief that
Jesus rose from the dead and he
continues to live amongst us.

What is your understandng of this
belief in the "incarnation"?

Could you imagine the incarnation is enacted in
the on-going will of God as expressed in the evolution of creation??

Could you imagine the incarnation is expressed in
the pervasive "word' which expresses the truth about what is going on in creation??

Could you imagine Jesus Christ Himself living amongst us as
the "Living Authority" and
the "Living Word"?

A sociological analysis of the gospel of John (cf. www.realitysearch.com.au) shows how
John presents the identity of Jesus in terms of "the Living Authority" and "the Living Word"
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What do you know about the gospel of John?

Academics agree that this gospel differs from
the gospels of Mark, Matthew and Luke,
which, because of their similarities are called
the "synoptic gospels".

Academics also agree that the writer of John's
gospel takes particiular interest in trying to
explain who Jesus is.

Do you have your own ideas about the identity
of Jesus?

No. 189a No. 191
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No. 205 No. 206

No. 207 No. 208
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No. 209 No. 210

No. 211 No. 212
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No. 238

Have you ever thought about trying to put time
and place into alignment? 
You could think of it this way.

Regarding time:	Should you try to live in the
past and cling to what worked in the past? 
Or should you live in the present and reject the
wisdom and traditions of the past? 

Regarding place: Should you look upon nature
in front of you, as something that can be
abused as well as used?

No. 239 No. 240
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No. 261 No. 262

A Challenge to put on your own thinking cap!

At present there are about 1.4 billion Catholics in the
world. By definition this means they have a belief in the
on-going incarnation of Jesus Christ. 

But perhaps there is a wide range of understanding(s)
about what this means.

Perhaps a re-interpretation of cosmology and the place
of Jesus Christ in it, has affected the attitude of some
people
towards the Mass. 

Have you ever thought of the presence of
Jesus Christ in terms of a Living
Authority and a Living Word at work in
the world around us? 

Have you thought of the Eucharist as an
endorsement of this Living Authority and
Living Word?
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No. 264

To a standard "church goer" accustomed to the homilies given at a Eucharist, 
the above language may appear unfamiliar and even questionable.

However a quick exercise with one's mobile phone or laptop can provide a background to this. 

For instance, Google's AI will readily give a full explanation of each phrase
and show how this fits in with both the Bible and Church teaching. 

You could try it!!
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No. 265 No. 266

No. 267 No. 268
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People doing the will of God
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No. 301

Thinking back over slides (or pages)
in this collection are there any
thoughts about the identity of Jesus
Christ that had
not occurred to you in
the past?

Does the idea of "aligning" the sense
of time and place within a society and
one's personal life make that much
sense to you? How? 

In a traditional understanding of the
Mass there has been an emphasis on
the "sacrifice" of Jesus Christ. 

At the same time if we are talking
about efforts to "align" one's sense of
time and place there would also be
sacrifices to be made at a personal
level. What do you think?

No. 302
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Some Questions

1. Re: Latin Mass
If you are familiar with a Latin Mass, do you think there is a over-
emphasis on authority in the ritual and not enough emphasis on
the participation of the congregation?

2. Re: Sacrifice
Do you think at times some apparently good things need to be
sacrificed in order to carry through a balance in one’s life?

3. time/place alignment

In an explanation of the Eucharist ritual shown above, affirmation
of the Living Word (cf. place) comes before affirmation of Living
Authority (cf. time). Yet in ordinary language (and the analysis
described above) the usual sequence is time (and law) then place
(and order). Would the ritual switch these emphases in order to
dramatically work up towards a climax (that is, “the
consecration”)? 

4       Opening of a “portal”
What do you think of the idea of the Eucharistic ritual involving a
“place then time” alignment in people's lives which leads into the
opening of a "portal" at the consecration? 

5:        Israel 2025
In the gospel analysis described above it is argued that Christian 
morality is based upon Judaism. But in 2025 the state of Israel is 
showing (many would say) anything but morality. Would the 
characteristics of their present behaviour fit in with the warnings 
in Matthew’s gospel (cf. above) about. this type of society and its 
tendency to over-stress external law?  
Are there lessons for Christians here? 

6. Wokism

In Luke’s gospel there are warnings (cf. above) about over-stress
on idealism, living in the “now” and a lack of direction. Can you
think of examples of this in our present society? 

7        Living Word
Can you think of ways in which people try to carry through the 
“living word” e.g. efforts to support democracy, efforts to reveal 
the truth and even in scientific efforts to reveal realities about our 
universe? 

8. Living Authority

Do you think there is a cumulative effect of people trying to
express goodwill and do God’s will “thoughout the ages”? Does a
“mandate” to do this reach beyond human beings into the natural
world as well? In such case does this give the natural world its
own rights? Would this require human beings to exercise a role of
"stewardship" in the natural world? 

Page 77



. 

]

Some Summary Points about Part 2 of Is Christian Morality Unique?

Gospel of Mark 
Recognise Law and Order

a. Law is Based on authority
b. Order requres a sense of direction

c. Jesus Christ --- the "adult child"
d. The Challenge to respond

Gospel of Matthew
Internalise the law (cf. time)

a. Jesus - a child of history
b.c. Individual attributes needed,
d. An environment of internalised law
e. Avoid overstress on external law
f. Forgive

xxxGospel of Luke 
Give Direction to Order (cf. place)

a. Jesus - a child of the world
b. Individual attributes needed
c. Improve on democracy
d. Avoid overstress on idealism
e. Act with Direction like a Kingdom Figure
f. Forgiveness overcomes narrowness and the loud voice

Luke's Acts of the Apostles
Launch the Society

a. Intro
b. Recognise outside authority
c. cope with opposition to outreadh
d. the "Word" acting as a subject
e. "Anonymous goodwill" acting as a subject
f. Challenge the social centre of the world

xxxxxxGospel of Johnxxxxxxxxxxxxx Pass on the Power of One

a. Intro. "and the word was made flesh"
b. Heed characteristics of Living Authority
c. Heed characteristics of the Living Word

d. Identify with the Authorised, Living Word
e. Allow the Authorised, Living Word to set Direction
f. Epilogue

xxxxxxxxxxThe Eucharist xxxxxxxxAlign Place and Time - A Portal Opens

a. Proclaim the Living Word
xxxxxxxxxx(cf. Place)

b. Offer authorised,
xxdaily labour (cf. time)

c. The Last Supper
xxxxxxis re-enacted

d. Commune with
the Authorised Living Word

"and the Word was made flesh"
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